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Federal government sends ICE into the Land of the Lakes

ICE’s immediate impact on the Twin Cities
By Josephine Johnson
TALON STAFF WRITER

‘Minneapolis already has 
enough ICE.’

Sirens
‘Justice for Renee Good’
Shouts
‘STOP ICE’
Shots
‘We Will Keep Fighting’
Protests
‘History Has Its Eyes on You’
Walk-outs
‘ICE OUT of Minneapolis’
Shutdown
‘F YOU, ICE’
Chaos
‘We love our immigrant 

neighbors’
Everywhere
‘I thought all lives mattered.’
ICE, or the U.S. Immigra-

tion and Customs Enforcement, 
an agency of the Department of 
Homeland Security, is respon-
sible for enforcing U.S. borders 
and regulating immigrants. 

“The Department of Home-
land Security is part of the ex-
ecutive branch, so it’s under the 
authority of the President,” said 
Kayleen Berg, government and 
economics teacher and speech 
team coach at M.A. “It was 
formed after 9/11 to coordinate 
emergency response and border 
control.”

The Department focuses on 
countering terrorist attacks and 
threats to the security of the 
United States, which, for the 
Trump administration, involves 
immigrants. So in December 
2025, ICE began “Operation 
Metro Surge,” and began a cen-
tralized e!ort in the Twin Cities 
to arrest immigrants.

“They have an extensive list 
of people who they know are in 
the Twin Cities who do not have 
legal documentation to be in 
the United States, who are ob-
viously targets, but then they’re 
also just trying to arrest people 
who might be of interest,” said 
Nathan Johnson, M.A. teacher 
of A.P. Human Geography, A.P. 
European History, and debate 
team coach. 

Speci"cally, ICE’s focus is on 
criminals in the U.S., or those 
who are here illegally, that is, 
with no temporary or perma-
nent residence permit. 

But the presence of 3,000 
ICE o#cers increased ten-
sions, provoked major demon-
strations, and most notably, in-
volved the shooting deaths of 
two U.S. citizens: Renee Good 
on Jan. 7 and Alex Pretti on Jan. 
24. Bystander videos appear to 
show Good and Pretti protest-
ing ICE activity; federal govern-
ment statements claim that ICE 

was acting in self-defense. 
The shootings and protests 

have received worldwide atten-
tion, putting Minneapolis and 
St. Paul at the center of global 
events.

Kristi Noem, the U.S. Sec-
retary of Homeland Security, 
claimed in a Jan. 19 statement 
posted by the Department’s 
website that “10,000 criminal 
illegal aliens who were killing 
Americans, hurting children, 
and wreaking terror in Minne-
apolis” have been arrested, and 
“in the last 6 weeks, our brave 
DHS law enforcement have ar-
rested 3,000 criminal illegal 
aliens, including vicious mur-
derers, rapists, child pedo-
philes, and incredibly danger-
ous individuals.” 

Yet these 3,000 to 10,000 
“criminal illegal aliens” don’t 
seem to be the only people ei-
ther deported or detained. 

“ICE has had some con$ict-
ing messages,” Berg said. “What 
we’ve also seen are some peo-
ple who have temporary visas, 
or people with court orders al-
lowing them to stay in the coun-
try, that are still getting picked 
up by ICE.”

Besides the rampant depor-
tations, ICE is having an im-
pact on consumerism in the 
Twin Cities, and people’s daily 

routines are constantly chang-
ing due to the enforcement’s 
impact.

“Economically, it’s damag-
ing, because there are many 
businesses that are having to 
reduce hours or close entirely 
because employees are scared, 
unable to come to work, or have 
been detained,” Johnson said. 
“And it seems that this has been 
costing Twin Cities businesses 
millions of dollars every week.”

Lake Street businesses specif-
ically have been struggling, but 
generally, a grocer, restaurant, or 
even a boutique might see signi"-
cant drops in business.

“Part of this surge of enforce-
ment is the impact on busi-
nesses where we’ve seen a lot 
of businesses either temporar-
ily closed, sometimes because 
of sta#ng, sometimes to pro-
tect their customers,” Berg said. 
“And then, of course, we had the 
general strike day, where a lot of 
businesses were closed to show 
solidarity as well.”

On Feb. 12, White House bor-
der czar Tom Homan announced 
that ICE agents would be with-
drawn from Minnesota. Local 
leaders reacted with caution.

“I’ll believe it when I see it,” 
Minneapolis City Council Pres-
ident Elliott Payne told the 
Minnesota StarTribune.

Continued from p. 1

Protest at Cities Church in St. Paul
Across the streets of Min-

neapolis, protests are ramp-
ing up—Minnesotans want 
change. Despite the protests 
being nationwide news, many 
aren’t seeing the desired re-
sults, only increasing the out-
rage. Recently, there was a 
protest held at Cities Church 
in St. Paul. Protesters target-
ed preacher David Easter-
wood, an ICE "eld o#cer in 
Minnesota. 

High-school sophomore 
Axel Hesse-Moline was at-
tending the service in which 
the protest began. 

“They didn’t physical-
ly harm anybody,” he said. 
“They weren’t getting into 
"ghts with people, but it de"-
nitely seemed like they were 
traumatized. There were a lot 
of children crying, and one of 
the mothers with a bunch of 
children was rushing her kids 
outside.”

Several o#cers showed up 
to the service to restore order. 
Easterwood wasn’t present at 
the service.  

“I think we’re all kind of 
nervous if it’s gonna happen 
again, but the security de"-

nitely helps a lot with that,” 
said Hess-Moline, “If the pas-
tor didn’t have a connection 
with ICE, I don’t think any of 
that would have happened.” 

Easterwood is facing a 
lawsuit regarding aggressive 
and abusive tactics in law en-
forcement, which was a driv-
ing factor for the protests.

Three protesters and two 
journalists covering the inci-
dent, meanwhile, were arrest-
ed. Legal actions continued 
into February. 

— by Carter Trzynka

Resilience: Many push back
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uals, native Minnesota’s in visi-
tors, continue to come together, 
regardless of religious a#lia-
tion, political, beliefs, and eth-
nic background to "ght back.

“If any of us had a stereotype 
of what a protester might look 
like, it’s just like breaking all of 
these stereotypes and assump-
tions,” said Calvin. 

Urban Ventures is one of 
many organizations that has 
stepped forward to support the 
various immigrant communi-
ties around South Minneapolis.

“For more than three de-
cades, our work has centered on 
this neighborhood, allowing us 
to build deep relationships with 
immigrant communities,” said 
Erica Schimelpfenig, president 
and CEO of Urban Ventures, as 
well as a Minnehaha parent.

Over the past month, many 
families and individuals that 

regularly work with Urban 
Ventures have stopped attend-
ing events. The fear of being ra-
cially pro"led and possibly de-
tained is widespread. Urban 
Ventures has continued to col-
laborate with other organiza-
tions.

“Urban Ventures has been 
able to walk alongside fami-
lies during this di#cult time 
by providing access to food 
and essential household items 
through partnerships with lo-
cal food distributors, business-
es, and generous donors,” said 
Schimelpfenig.

Additionally, they have been 
able to support many of their 
participants by providing on-
line access to mental health 
care, pastoral care, and legal 
assistance.

“Twice a week, we deliver 
food boxes and supplies to those 
a!ected,” said Schimelpfenig.

In an e!ort to continue their 

services, Urban Ventures is 
working to ensure that the kids 
who have been impacted by the 
current events in Minneapolis 
have access to critical educa-
tional support. 

Despite the internal and ex-
ternal roadblocks that many in-
dividuals with black and brown 
skin are facing, Minnesotans 
continue to show up for one an-
other.

“In the midst of a dark and 
uncertain time, we are stay-
ing light through people who 
choose to recognize the hu-
manity of complete strangers,” 
said Schimelfenig.

With many using their voic-
es, platforms, and positions, as 
tools to advocate for change, 
the resilience and compassion 
of humankind continues to be 
highlighted.

“Minnesotans are saying, we 
are all each other‘s neighbor,” 
said Calvin.

Use the QR code above to view a gallery of photos from the Renee Good memorial site in Minneapolis.

Use the QR code above to view a gallery of photos from the Alex Pretti memorial site in Minneapolis.

Use the QR code above to view a gallery of photos from the Jan. 23 protest march in Minneapolis.


